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In 2003, UNESCO approved the Resolution 32C/17 which readsΥ άǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 

sustainable developmentΧŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ 5ŜŎŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΦ  After this resolution, the Earth Charter International 

(ECI) Secretariat has been making extra efforts to promote education for sustainable development processes, especially using Principle 14 of 

the Earth Charter, which ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ άLƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻΧŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ-long learning the knowledge, values, and skills 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέΦ 

In 2005 ECI created the Earth Charter Center for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), to support the implementation of the United 

Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD). Through its capacity building activities, tƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŘŜŜǇŜƴǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ 

understanding of sustainability vision and practice while building the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values needed to shape a sustainable 

future. 

This report presents an overview of the main contributions of Earth Charter International, through the Education Center, to the DESD.  One of 

the highlights is the creation of the UNESCO Chair of ESD with the Earth Charter, in collaboration with the University for Peace in Costa Rica.  

Receiving the approval and recognition of this UNESCO Chair has been an incentive to keep working hard in developing innovative ways to help 

in the transition to more transformative education processes towards sustainability. As part of this effort, since 2012 every year we have 

offered a 3 credit university course on Education for Sustainability for the Master´s Programme on Peace Education at the University for Peace. 

With the end of the DESD, Earth Charter International Education Center commits to continue putting in practice education for sustainable development 

processes, and offer its support to the Global Action Programme on ESD. 
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Courses & 

Workshops  

¶EC contributed to  the 
ñInternational 
Workshop on the UN 
Decade of Education 
for Sustainable 
Development ò in  Bonn, 
Germany  

 

¶Offered ESD Workshops at the 
Department of Education, University 
of Costa Rica (UCR ) 
¶Offered ESD Workshops at the 

National University of Costa Rica 
(UNA)  
¶Workshops for kids i n collaboration 

with National Electricity Company of 
Costa Rica  
¶ñEarth Charter for Schoolsò project 

to i ntegrate the Cha rter into the 
school curriculum, Delhi, India   
¶First national teacherôs training on 

EC seminar  in Germany  

 

¶Teachers  training  project  in  
Costa  Rica to  implement  the  
DESD into  the  formal  education  
system,  as part  of  the  
Presidential  Initiative  called  
Peace with  Nature   
¶Short - term  courses  on  the  

Charter  and  ESD at  Daugavpils  
University,  Latvia  
¶1st  E-GLO (Earth  Charter  Global  

Learning  Opportun ity)  online  
course  for  young  leaders.  

¶EC teachers training 
workshops in Puntarenas and 
Nicoya, Costa Rica  
¶EC workshops at  7th 

International Conference 
ñSustainable Development, 
Culture, Educationôô, Latvia 
¶ESD session at  National 

Workshop of the Belarusian 
Academy of the Professional 
Teacherôs Training, Belarus 
¶EC workshop at the 5th Annual 

Internationa l Leadership 
Training Programme , 
organized by the UNESCO 
Chair & Institute of 
Comparative Human Rights  

 

¶Response to D ecade Framework 

for the International 
Implementation Scheme  

 

¶Costa Rica: National 
Commitment  on the ñDecade 
on Education for Sustainable 
Developmentò 
¶Latin American Regional 

Strategy  for the UNDESD  
 

¶Mexico: National 
Commitment  
¶Agree ment with the City 

of Sao Paulo,  Brazil  

 

¶Bonn Declaration referred 
to the Earth Charter as a 
key educational 
instrument , Germany   

 

Political 

Advocacy  

¶ ñBuilding Education 

for Sustainable 
Development in Lat in 
Americaò Regional 
Conference co-
organized with 
UNESCO 

 

¶Participation in the ñ4th International 
Conference on Environmental Education ò 
in Ahmedabad, Indi a  
o EC working sessions: ñIntegrating 

Values of Sustainability into Education ò 
and ñYouth: Trendsetters of ESDò 

o Launch of the ñIntergenerational 
Part nership Initiative ò and ñGood 
Practices Using the Earth Charterò 

o EC Youth Leadership Team Meeting  
¶Brochure distribution in Vietnam  
 

¶Presentations  at  Playa  Azul  
School  and  the  Water  Fair  of  
the  University  of  Costa  Rica 
¶Three workshops related to 

education for sustainable 
development, the EC Assess, 
and youth empowerment  at  
the  ñ4th  IUCN  World  
Conservation  Forum ò in  
Barcelona,  Spain  
¶EC Network  meeting  in  

Amsterdam , the  Netherlands  

 

¶EC panel  events  in  the  
Parliament  of  the  Worldôs 
Religions  Celebrated  in  
Melbourne,  Australia  
¶Side  events  at  World  

Conference  on  ESD in  Bonn,  
Germany   

Events & 

Conferences  

¶Book s 
o ñCharting the Way Forward: Cases of 
the Earth Charter in Motionò  

o ñThe Earth Charter Guidebook for 
Teachersò (14 languages) 

o ñLetôs Learn a Sustainable Lifestyle with 
the Earth Charter ò (Childrenôs book) 

o ñThe Earth Charter in Action; Toward a 

Sustainable World ò 
¶Music: The Eart h Charter/UNESCO CD 

and  School K it  

 

¶Books  
o ñEarth Charter Peace 

Education Program me . 
Lessons Plans for 
Middle Schoolsò 

o ñA Guide for Using the 
Earth Charter in 
Educationò  

¶Book: ñGood Practices 
using the Earth Charterò  

 
Publication s 

& Research  ¶ECI Secretariat created a Virtual 

Library with hundreds of resources 
on education for sustainable 
development  

 

¶Video :  ñLittle Earth Charter ò 

(Resource for Children)  
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¶Establishment of UNESCO Chair on Education for 
Sustainable Development . The chair aims to help 
address the overall goal of the United Nations 
Decade on Education for Sustainable Development 
(UNDESD) . Approached Ministries of Education in 
the region inviting them to incorporate ESD in their 
curriculum or as a national policy.  

 

Political 

Ad vocacy  

¶Journal of Education for Sustainable Development 
4,2 (dedicated to the EC 10th Anniversary)  
¶ECI Secretariat participated in the two -year (2010 -

2012) project ñESDindsò (Development of 
Indicators & Assessment Tools for CSO Projects 
Promoting Valu esȤbased Education for Sustainable 

Development) and produced the Handbook and 
Toolkit .  
¶Music Album :ñLife Alertò 12 songs that reflect the 

ethical principles of the Earth Charter  

 

¶Book: ñExploring Synergies between Faith 
Values and Education for Sustainable 
Development ò 
¶Research and Database: ñEarth Charter 

and International Law ò 
¶Article: UNESCO Temas Innovemos ï 3 ed 

(Spanish)  

 

Publication s 

& Research  ¶Publication: ñThe Heart of the 
Matter: Infusing Sustainability 
Values in Education ò 

 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2010 

Courses & 

Workshops  

¶Online courses for youth  

o Transition to a Sustainable 
Lifestyles with the Earth Charter  

o Youth Leadership, Sustainability 
and Ethics  

¶Two  Executive  
Programmes:  Education  
and  Values  for  
Sustainable  
Development   
¶Youth  Consultation  on  

ESD Workshops  in  
Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  
Mexico  and  Panama  

 

¶E-GLO (Earth  Charter  Global  
Learning  Opportunity)  online  
course  for young leaders  
¶Short course: Youth 

Leaders hip, Sustainability and 
Ethics  

 

¶Executive  Programmes  
o Education  and  Values  for  

Sustainable  Development   
o International  Law,  Global  

Governance  and  the  Earth  Charter  
principles  

o Internalization  of  Sustainability  
Values  and  Principles*  

¶Short course: Bringing Sustainability 
into the C lassroom.  UNESCO Schools 
Network of Costa Rica  

¶Workshop  for secondary school 
students in  Cundinamarca, 
Colombia  
¶Workshop  offered  at the 

Sustainability, Educating  for Action  
Conference in Winnipeg, Canada  

¶Webinars on ESD  
o Values  Education  for  Sustainability.   
o The Post -2015  Development  Agenda  and  

the  Earth  Charter  
o Dialogue on ESD and its F oundations*  
o ESD in Higher  Education*  
o Education  for  Sustainable  Development  

and  Transformative  Learning  
o ESD in Primary and Secondary Education*  
o ESD in Non Formal Education  
o Latin America Region al Consultation on 

ESD and the Way F orward*  

 

¶7 Webinars on the  
Earth Charter and 
ESD:  2 in Spanish 
and 5 in English  

 

¶Earth Charter +10 
Conference in 
Ahmedabad, India (CEE 
and ECI)  
¶Earth Charter Odyssey 

2050 Video Contest  

 

¶Participation  in  UNESCO World  Conference  on  Education  
for  Sustainable  Development  in  Nagoya,  Japan  
o Workshop  ñEthics-Based  Educational  Innovation:  

Implications  for  Teaching  and  Learning"  

o Event  "ESD and the Earth Charter" organized by EC  
Japan Committee  

o ECI  Education Center was ident ified by UNESCO as  
one of the 25 best practice projects on ESD 

o ECI promotional booth at the Nagoya Conference to 
share materials and information on experiences  

¶Webinars  on ESD :   
o Synergies  between  education  for  sustainable  

consumption  ESD*  
o Latin  American  Youth  Perspective  on ESD*  

Events & 

Conferences  

*  Delivery in Spanish  

http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/articles/1000/1/Webinar-ESD-in-Higher-Education-in-Spanish/Page1.html
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Response to Decade Framework for the 
International Implementation Scheme 
 

The Earth Charter: a key document for advancing 

the Decade of Education for Sustainable 

Development Introduction This response offers 

comments on the United Nations Decade of 

Education for Sustainable Development 

Framework for the International Implementation 

Scheme and recommends that the UNESCO 

Secretariat use the Earth Charter as an educational 

instrument and an ethical framework for the 

upcoming Decade. This document also highlights 

the Earth Charterôs educational vision and its main 

planned activities with the goal of exploring how 

the Decade Implementation Scheme could benefit 

from a partnership with the Earth Charter 

Education Programme.  

 

Book:  
The Earth Charter in Action: Toward a 
Sustainable World  
 

This book demonstrates the rich diversity of uses of 

the Earth Charter, and points toward its many 

future possibilities. Thematic essays, stories, 

narratives, interviews, photographs, and artwork 

from around the world inspired by the Earth 

Charter demonstrate its usefulness in diverse 

cultural contexts.  

 

A book launch took place during the Earth 

Charter+5 event held in Amsterdam in November 

2005. The book fully available online has Dutch, 

Spanish and English version.  

 

Book:  
Charting the Way Forward: Cases of the 
Earth Charter in Motion 

 

The "Cases" referred to in the title are stories about 

how different groups around the world are using 

the Earth Charter in schools, universities, other 

educational organizations, and local community 

institutions. This book provides very detailed and 

practical information, useful for groups wanting to 

duplicate these efforts, or to expand their own 

efforts. 

 

2005  
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Book:  
Letõs Learn a Sustainable Lifestyle with the 
Earth Charter 
 

Educational materials for teaching and learning 

about sustainable development with the Earth 

Charter were produced and distributed to Costa 

Rican primary schools. This project involved the 

production of a Guidebook for Teachers, a 

Workbook for Students, and a 2005 planner. Over 

150,000 copies of the materials were distributed to 

schools throughout the country, accompanied by 

teacher training workshops held with the support of 

the Ministry of Public Education. The intention 

was to provide material that would facilitate the 

understanding of the concept of sustainable 

development and motivate teachers and students to 

contribute to the common good and reflect on the 

values of the Earth Charter. This project received 

financial support from the Japanese Embassy and 

represented an important contribution to the UN 

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, 

which began in 2005. 

Book:  
The Earth Charter Guidebook for 
Teachersó: Bringing Sustainability into the 
Classroom 

 

This Guidebook was written for teachers interested 

in bringing the concern for building a just and 

peaceful world into the classroom. It offers 

guidelines on education for sustainable living, 

using the Earth Charter as one possible educational 

tool that can help develop an understanding of the 

critical choices facing humanity. This guidebook 

was subsequently translated and published in 

fourteen languages, Spanish, German, Arabic, 

Japanese, Chinese, Russian, Portuguese, Tajik, and 

others. In Portugal and Spain, for instance this 

publication was broadly disseminated by the 

respective Ministries of Education. 

 

Music:  
The Earth Charter /UNESCO CD and School 
Kit 
 

21 songs by international artists promoting the 

Earth Charter Principles. The CD User Guide 

includes song lyrics, artist bios, and activities 

associated with the theme of the songs. Activities 

include drawing oneôs values and questioning how 

students live their values; inviting grandparents to 

share their knowledge with the class. Students can 

also compose their own songs to support the Earth 

Charter. 
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Costa Rica National Commitment on DESD 
 

Costa Rica has been known for its biodiversity, 

beautiful nature and peaceful society. The 

government has a high concern of environment and 

peace, and a broad vision of sustainable 

development. On 17 October 2006 the President of 

Costa Rica, Oscar Arias Sánchez and all seventeen 

Ministers of the Governmentôs Cabinet signed the 

document ñNational Commitment on the Decade of 

Education for Sustainable Developmentò. The 

process was facilitated by ECI with the support 

from the Ministry of Education. 

 

Edutainment Video Resource for 
Children: Little Earth Charter (LEC) 
 

The LEC is a short curriculum with accompanying 

animated video for teachers and parents of children 

aged 4 to 8. The content is focused on ethical and 

environmental values, with a strong message of 

hope. It echoes the content of the Earth Charter, but 

it is adapted for children. This educational resource 

was created by ECI partners, Little Animation Inc., 

which is a Canadian company founded by 

director/producer JC Little, with the support of 

Canadian artist Rosie Emery. The purpose of the 

Little Earth Charter is to share the Earth Charterôs 

principles with children at an early age, so that they 

may become responsible Earth stewards for a 

sustainable future. The goal of the LEC was to 

reach as many children as possible, in every region 

of the planet. 

 

EC was part of the òInternational Workshop 
on the UN Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Developmentó in Bonn, 
Germany 
 

Earth Charter International contributed to the 

ñInternational Workshop on the UN Decade of 

Education for Sustainable Developmentò in Bonn, 

Germany. Moacir Gadotti, Earth Charter Initiative 

Affiliate in Brazil and Director of Paulo Freire 

Institute, participated and spoke in this event. He 

called for more education on how to think globally, 

on learning how to think, and for education about 

feelings because ñin ESD, sensibility is as 

important as knowledge and information.ò Some of 

the activities were facilitated by ECI executive 

director. 

 

 

 2006  




